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C O H E R E N T L Y  
D I V E R S E

In widely different environments,  
these three distilleries cultivate excellence  
by sharing the same values: faith in the virtues  
of terroir, people and time.

_  B R U I C H L A D D I C H  D I S T I L L E R Y ,  S C O T L A N D

_  W E S T L A N D ,  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A

_  D O M A I N E  D E S  H A U T E S  G L A C E S ,  F R A N C EIslay is renowned for its par t icular 
style of single malts, but Bruichladdich 
i s  one of  the few who d i st i l  us ing 
barley g row n on the  i s land,  thus 
rek i nd l i ng the concept  of  ter roi r 
a n d  i t s  c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n  s h a p i n g 
the character  of  thei r  eau x- de- v i e .  

As f lavour explorers,  the founders 
de c i de d  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t we en 
three s i ngle  ma lt  fami l ies  w ith i n 
t h e  d i s t i l l e r y :  B r u i c h l a d d i c h , 
Po r t  C h a r l o t t e  a n d  O c t o m o r e .  
The d ist i l ler y a lso makes the wel l-
know n g in The Botan ist .

Located in Seattle on the northwest 
c o a s t  o f  t h e  Un i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e 
Westland dist i l lery makes its single 
m a l t  wh i sk ie s  i n  a  d i s t i nc t i ve l y 
A m e r i c a n  s t y l e .  W e s t l a n d ’ s  
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y 
i s  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  i t s 

founders, who honour land, heritage  
and pat ience.  At once avant-garde 
a nd  t r a d i t i on a l ,  t he i r  a ppr o a c h 
h a s  b e en  c r o w ne d  w i t h  s uc c e s s 
a nd  l a ude d  by  mu l t ip le  aw a r d s , 
especia l ly  the icon ic  Garr yana .

D o m a i n e  d e s  H a u t e s  G l a c e s  i s 
a  mou nt a i n  d i s t i l ler y  lo c a t e d  i n 
Tr ièves,  in the hear t  of  the French 
A lps .  The  d i s t i l ler y  c re a t e s  a nd 
of fers a range of spi r its made from 

i n g r e d i e n t s  s o u r c e d  o n l y  f r o m 
th i s  t er roi r,  i n  l i ne  w ith  organ ic 
a n d  r u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  m e t h o d s .  
I t  i s  a  u t op i a  r o o t e d  i n  r e a l i t y, 
d r iven w ith unwaver ing pa ssion.



D I S T I L L E R S  
O F  C O N V I C T I O N

At the helm of their distilleries since their creation,  
these men embody a new attitude towards distilling:  
they are committed, humble in their exchange with nature  
and uncompromising in the upholding of their values. 

_  S I M O N  C O U G H L I N ,  
F R O M  G R A N D S  C R U S  T O  I S L A Y

_  F R É D É R I C  R E V O L ,  
T H E  F A R M E R - D I S T I L L E R

_  M A T T  H O F M A N N ,  
D I S T I L L E R  B Y  C A L L I N G

Before resurrect ing Bruichladdich 
Dist i l lery in 2001, Simon Coughl in 
w o r k e d  w i t h  f i n e  w i n e s .  H e r e ,  
he formed st rong conv ict ions that 
he took for ward into h is  approach 
t o  w h i s k y.  N o t i o n s  o f  t e r r o i r , 
c e l e b r a t i n g  d i f f e r e n t  v a r i e t a l s  
a n d  f a r m i n g  l o c a l l y  w e r e  a l l  
e s s e n t i a l .  I n  I s l a y,  h e  c r e a t e d 
t h e  i d e a l  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  p u t  h i s 
theor ies into pract ice by gradual ly  
r e -root i n g  the  produc t ion  of  h i s 
single malts, from the barley grown 

A f t e r  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  i n t e n s e 
preparat ion, agr icu ltura l eng ineer 
Freder ic  Revol  founded Domaine  
des  Hautes  Glaces  i n  20 09.  It  i s 
s i t u a t e d  a t  a n  a l t i t ude  o f  1,0 0 0 
met res ,  on the Tr ieves plateau in 
the  A lps ,  where  orga n ic  fa r mers 
g row ver y par t icu lar  g ra ins .  Th is 
ke e n  w h i s k y  e n t hu s i a s t  i s  s u r e 
about  one  th i ng :  the  provena nce 
o f  g r a i n  i s  no t  g i v e n  s u f f i c i e n t 

Since he was young, Matt Hofmann 
has been fa scinated by st i l l s .  Th is 
d i s t i l la t ion ex per t ,  a  g raduate of 
the  L ondon Inst i t ute  of  Brew i ng 
and Dist i l l i ng and of  Her iot -Wat t 
University in Edinburgh, understood 
the potent ia l  of  h i s  nat ive reg ion 
very early on and became the pioneer  
of American single malts. He created 
the West land d i st i l ler y in the c it y 
of Seat t le in 2010. Since then, th is 

by the island’s farmers to the bottling 
process .  The t remendous success  
of this resurrection only strengthened 
Simon’s uncompromising at t itude. 
To  h i m,  t a s t e  a nd  cu r ios i t y  w i l l 
a lways come before considerat ions 
o f  c o s t  a nd  y i e ld .  He  c ont i nue s  
to be inf luent ia l in Bruichladdich’s 
f ut u re  th rou gh  h i s  cu r rent  ro le , 
a s  h e a d  o f  R e m y  C o i n t r e a u ’ s 
Whisky Div i s ion.

consideration in single malt production. 
Th is  i s  why he on ly d i s t i l s  loca l ly 
produced barley,  wheat  and spelt .  
Ten years later, despite the possibility 
o f  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  e x p a n d i n g  h i s 
product ion,  he  holds  f i r m on h i s 
r u le.  Backed by Remy C oint reau, 
he ma inta ins  f lavour integr it y  by 
refusing ingredeints sourced outside 
of  the Tr ièves plateau.

v isionary perfect ionist has become 
a lead ing f igure in the "new wave" 
of  d i s t i l lers ,  accumu lat ing pr i zes 
a n d  a w a r d s  f o r  t h e  e x c e l l e n c e  
of h is whiskies and the consistency 
of h is h igh-qual it y approach. Red-
b e a r de d  Hof m a n n  a l s o  fou nde d 
the A mer ican Single M alt  Whisky 
C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  i s  a  p o p u l a r  
speaker  s i t t i ng on other  d i s t i l ler 
a ssociat ions .

He formed strong convictions that he took forward 

into his approach to whisky. Notions of terroir, 

celebrating different varietals and farming  

locally were all essential.

He understood the potential of his native region  

very early on and became the pioneer  

of American single malts.

This keen whisky enthusiast is sure about one thing: 

the provenance of grain is not given sufficient 

consideration in single malt production.



R E F O C U S I N G  
O N  T E R R O I R

Ter ro i r  a nd  wh i sk y?  The  not ion 
ha d been neg lec ted  s i nce  wh i sk y 
brands started importing barley from 
a l l  over  the  world  for  product ion.  
Yet, there are many natural factors 
a t  play  i n  forg i ng  a  s i ng le  ma lt ’s 
personality: the soi l 
where  the  g ra i n  i s 
g r o w n ,  t h e  a i r  i t 
brea thes ,  the  pea t 
u s e d  t o  m a l t  i t , 
the  water  used  for 
m a s h i n g  a n d  t h e 
climactic conditions 
of maturing casks. In 
2004, Bruichladdich 
wa s  the  f i r s t  I s l ay 
d ist i l ler y to rev ive 
a  par tnersh ip w ith 
t he  lo c a l  f a r m i n g 
community to grow 
ba r ley  on- s i t e ,  on 
the  i s land of  I s lay.  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o 
benef it ing the local 
com mu n it y  and i t s 
economy, the loca l ly grown barley 
and 100% Islay maturation naturally 
d e mo n s t r a t e  t h e  u n i q u e  t e r r o i r 
of  I s l ay.

For the founders  of  West land and 
Domaine des Hautes Glaces, the concept 
of  ter roi r  was the ver y foundat ion 
of their project . Their whisk ies are 
i nsepa rable  f rom the  l a nd where 
the g ra ins  are g row n:  i n  the State 

of  Wa sh i ng ton for 
Matt Hofmann, and 
the Tr ièves plateau 
for Frédér ic Revol. 
Revol speaks of the 
"genius of place" to 
define the geological, 
climatic and historic 
heritage of his Alpine 
enclave, which imbues 
his eaux-de-vi e  w ith  
a unique character. 
A s  f o r  M a t t ,  h e 
decided to base h is 
dist i l lery in Seat tle 
a s  " the  reg ion  ha s 
two of the best barley 
g r o w i n g  t e r r o i r s 
i n  t he  w o r l d ,  o u r 
r em a rk a b le  w a t er 

comes from the Cascade Mountains, 
and we are surrounded by a cultural 
her i t a ge  that  ha s  long cha l lenged 
convent iona l  thought ".

"  The region has two  

of  the best  barley growing 

terroirs  in the world,  

our remarkable water comes 

from the Cascade Mountains, 

and we are surrounded  

by a cultural  heritage 

that has long challenged 

conventional  thought " .



A  L O C A L  
R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y

The three distilleries contribute  
to the local economy and culture  
at their production site.

_  I S L A Y ’ S  L E A D I N G  E M P L O Y E R

_  K N O W L E D G E  S H A R I N G

_  T H E  S O L I D A R I T Y  O F  H I G H L A N D E R S

T o d a y ,  8 0  p e o p l e  w o r k  f o r 
B r u ich l a dd ich  D i s t i l l e r y  on  t he 
I s le  of  I s lay,  and many more  a re 
h i r e d  a s  f a r me r s ,  t r a n s p o r t e r s , 
bu i lders  and ent repreneurs .  Since 
t he  d i s t i l l e r y ’s  r e su r r e c t ion ,  i t s 
m a na gement  h a s  m a de  dec i s ion s 
p l a c i n g  t h e  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  
t h e  v e r y  h e a r t  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s 
model. Bruichladdich is the island’s 

largest private employer as a result.  
Where the popu lat ion of Is lay was 
once in dec l ine,  w ith many people 
leaving the island in search of work, 
they can now remain in their nat ive 
land and help it thrive. Bruichladdich 
D i s t i l l e r y ’s  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d 
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  p r i nc i p l e s  h av e 
recent ly  been  va l id a t ed  by  thei r 
B C or p cer t i f icat ion.

We s t l a n d  D i s t i l l e r y  w o r k s  i n 
c lose col laborat ion w ith farmers ,  
ma l t s t er s  a nd resea rcher s  i n  the 
Skagit Valley, north of Seattle. They 
deve lop  u n iq ue  b a r le y  v a r i e t a l s 
selected for  f lavour and v iabi l i t y 

in sustainable agr iculture systems, 
r a t her  t h a n  j u s t  f o r  y i e ld .  T h i s 
research not only benef its Westland, 
but  a l so other d i s t i l lers ,  brewers , 
chefs, farmers and the wider, regional 
popu lat ion.

Farmers are vulnerable against the 
ex t reme c l i mate of  the A lps .  They 
need to have specia l determinat ion 
t o  k e e p  g o i n g .  I n  Tr i è v e s ,  t h i s 
a dded va lue  i s  prov ided th rough 
a n  a d v a nc e d  o r g a n i c  a p p r o a c h ,  
a s  env i sa ged  by  Frédér ic  R evol .  
I n  the  d i s t i l l er y ’s  i n au g u ra t ion ,  

he was able to count on spontaneous 
support and sol idarity in his remote 
location. In return, he has contributed 
to the local economic micro-climate. 
He  employ s  some  t en  p e ople ,  i n 
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  t w e l v e  p a r t n e r 
fa rmers who supply g ra ins  to  the 
d i s t i l ler y.



A  F E W  
K E Y  D A T E S

Bruichladdich Distiller is built  
on Islay by the Harvey brothers.

The first American single malt  
is bottled by Westland.

Matt Hofmann is named  
Master Distiller of the Year  
by Whisky Magazine.

Garryana 3/1 is named  
American Single Malt of the Year  
by Whisky Magazine.

•  Bruichladdich’s total workforce 
reaches 104 people, of which  
80 are based in the Isle of Islay.

•  Domaine des Hautes Glaces  
new installations are brought  
into service, tripling the farm 
distillery’s production without 
changing its craft methods.

Bruichladdich Distillery  
closes its doors.

Bruichladdich launches its  
"Regional Trials" experiment,  
distilling the same variety of barley 
grown in the north, south, east  
and west of Scotland in an exploration  
of a Scotland-wide terroir.

The distillery is reopened  
by Mark Reynier and Simon Coughlin. 
It is named Distillery of the  
Year for the first time.

•  Westland is named Craft Producer  
of the Year by Whisky Magazine.

•  Domaine des Hautes Glaces joins  
the Rémy Cointreau Group.

•  Westland joins the  
Rémy Cointreau Group.

•  The first crop of rye is grown  
on Islay by farmer Andrew Jones,  
thus introducing additional grains  
into the crop rotation. 7,500 trees  
are planted at Coultorsay.

Bruichladdich grows barley  
on Islay for the first time.

Barley is first sown  
on the Trièves plateau.

The farm distillery of Domaine  
des Hautes Glaces is founded.

Westland Distillery is founded.

•  Bruichladdich distillery  
joins Rémy Cointreau.

•  Release of the first  
Domaine des Hautes Glaces  
whisky aged in oak casks.
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