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T h e  s t o r y  o f  M E TA X A  b e g i n s 
in  1848  when  Spyros  Metaxa  i s 
born in a family of si lk merchants.  
An adventurer  and man of  taste , 
Spyros establishes his own business 
in fine goods. In his travels Spyros 
d i s c o v e r s  d i f f e r e n t  s p i r i t s  a n d 
wines from al l  around the world. 
Spir i t s  a t  the  t ime  tended to  be 
harsh on the palate,  without much 
aroma or character. Spyros dreamed 
about crafting a unique spirit  that 
would be smooth yet intense, a real 
journey through the senses. That’s 
how in 1888,  a  130 years  ago,  he 
c rea ted  METAXA,  the  Or ig ina l 
Greek Spir i t . 

T H E  O R I G I N A L  G R E E K  S P I R I T
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Spyros  bui lds  h is  f i rs t  d is t i l lery 
i n  P i r a e u s ,  t h e  p o r t  o f  A t h e n s .  
During the construct ion he f inds 
an ancient medallion depicting the 
“Salamina Warrior”.  The Battle of 
Salamina took place in 480 BC in 
the waters near Piraeus. The Greek 
navy was well outnumbered by the 
invading Persian forces, but fought 
them off  heroical ly.  The Salamina 
Warrior became a symbol for risk-
taking and courage – the perfect 
emblem for  Spyros Metaxa’s  new 
venture.

S p y r o s ’  u n i q u e ,  o n e - o f - a  k i n d 
a m b e r  s p i r i t  w a s  s o o n  b e i n g 
exported around the Mediterranean.  
The journey of METAXA had only 
just  began.

Today the House of  Metaxa is  in 
the north of  Athens.  I t  i s  here,  in 
the  dark  of  the  ce l lars ,  that  the 
legacy of Spyros Metaxa continues.



The island of Samos is situated in the 
warmth of the Eastern Mediterranean, 
s u r r o u n d e d  b y  a  d e e p - b l u e  s e a .  
I t  i s  an  i s l and  o f  lu sh  vege ta t ion 
and vineyards that have been world 
famous since the times of the Ancient 
Greek traders .

The highest  mountain on Samos is 
Mount Ambelos (1.160m). Here the 
s lopes of  the mountain are covered 
in vineyards,  mainly of  the Muscat 
g r a p e .  G r a p e s  a r e  c u l t i v a t e d  i n 
terraces  and st i l l  hand-picked. 
Muscat grapes grow well in very few 
places around the world; this is why 
Samos wine is much prized. Warm sun,  

“We have a strong attachment to our Greek roots and soul . 

Our vision is  to reveal  the Original  Greek Spirit  to the world 

by bringing al ive our passion for unique drinking experiences.”  

Stéphanie  Ancel ,  Managing Director,  
the House of  Metaxa.

T E R R O I R

a tough mineral  soi l  and rainfal l  at 
the r ight  t imes of  year  are a l l  part 
of  the is land’s  terroir. 

Samos produces  some of  the  most 
a romat i c  wines  in  the  wor ld ,  and 
on ly  the  very  bes t  o f  these  wines 
are se lected by METAXA.



Since 1992 Constantinos Raptis  has been the Metaxa Master.  He is  only the 
f i f th s ince 1888.  Constant inos is  a  quiet  yet  pass ionate man.  His  pass ions 
range from rock music to reading, and has a special passion for fishing in the 
Greek islands. It  is  here, surrounded by peace and nature, that Constantinos 
Raptis  f inds t ime to think and be inspired.

T H E  M E T A X A  M A S T E R

“Those who would l ike to discover METAXA, have to think of  making  

a  unique,  unexpected discovery.  They embark on a journey  

of  pleasure through al l  their  senses” 

Constant inos Raptis .

T h e  H o u s e  o f  M e t a x a  d o e s  n o t 
h a v e  a  M a s t e r  D i s t i l l e r ,  n o r  a  
M a s t e r  B l e n d e r.  I t  h a s  a  M e t a x a 
Master,  who embodies  the  unique 
savoir-fa ire  of  the House. 

The Metaxa Master  f irst  makes his 
se lect ion of  the Muscat  wines from 
Samos ,  chosen  for  the i r  a romat i c 
concentration and intensity. He then 
chooses  his  f ine wine dist i l lates  for 
their  character  and elegance. 

T h e  w i n e  d i s t i l l a t e s  a n d  M u s c a t 
wines are aged separately,  unti l  the  
Metaxa Master decides they are ready 
to be married in Limousin oak casks.  

T H E  A R T  O F  M A K I N G

A bouquet of Mediterranean botanicals 
br ings the f inal  touch.

T h e  M e t a x a  M a s t e r  n e e d s  b o t h 
insp i ra t ion  and  pass ion .  He  mus t 
s a f e k e e p  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  a n d  t h e 
s t y l e  o f  t h e  H o u s e  ( M E TA X A 
5  S t a r s  a n d  M E TA X A  7  S t a r s ) 
whi le  being inspired to create  new 
expressions, like METAXA 12 Stars,  
M E TA X A  P r i v a t e  R e s e r v e  a n d 
METAXA Angels ’  Treasure.

Init ial ly compared to cognac,  then to a brandy,  METAXA 

is  s imply impossible to classify.  It  is  the Original  Greek Spirit : 

A ONE-OF-A-KIND AMBER SPIRIT.

P E O P L E
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Creat ion  
of the House  
of Metaxa  
by Spy ros Metaxa 
in Pi raeus 

M ETA X A 
becomes par t  
of Remy 
C oint reau

The House  
of Metaxa  
moves to 
K i f i ssia ,  Nor th 
of Athens

The House of 
METAXA celebrates 
its 120th anniversary 
releasing 1888 
decanters  
of METAXA AEN

C onstant inos 
R apt is  
i s  appointed 5 th 
Metaxa M aster

Relaunch  
of METAXA 12 Stars. 
Mike Horn, one  
of the greatest Explorers 
of our times, becomes 
the Ambassador  
of METAXA 12 Stars

K E Y  D A T E S

 A creat ion of  Constant inos Raptis .  An explorat ion through 
a unique taste  with a  mature and dist inct ive character.

METAXA 12 Stars  is  best  explored neat  or  on a  s ingle  rock, 
garnished with a  fresh orange zest .

 M E T A X A  1 2  S t a r s

T I M E



K E Y  N U M B E R S

1 0 
m i l l i o n

More than 
10 mil l ion bott les  sold 

every year

6 0 
c o u n t r i e s
Exports  to  more than 

60 countr ies

Ranking within Top 3 
imported amber spir i ts 

in  value in Austr ia , 
Czech Republ ic , 

Slovakia & Greece 
(Home & Duty Free) 

IWSR 2017

Apri l  1966
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